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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

As we wind down 2020, we have vaccinations being distributed and inoculations have
begun. There is light at the end of the tunnel. But the tunnel is still several months long.

The March 2021 Conference will again be a virtual Conference. We have had to make
this decision to safeguard our members. At this time, the COVID pandemic is growing
exponentially. Hospitals and ICUs are stretched to the limits. We need to stay home,

shelter in place and do whatever it takes to get through this until “herd immunity” is reached.

The upside of our next conference is that your conference committee has reached out and we will be
having a joint conference with seven states: Alaska (ASPLS), Arizona (APLS), California (CLSA),
Montana (MARLS), Nevada (NALS), New Mexico (NMPS), and Washington (LSAW). 

This is a fantastic opportunity for us. Your conference committee is hard at work this week putting this
together and will be for the next few months. Stay tuned for upcoming announcements. The speaker list
should be awesome.

Again, in the meantime, please be safe and take care of yourselves and your families.

Keith Spencer | CLSA President

NSPS - Labor Department Rescinds AAM212 - Reverses Rule on Davis-Bacon
for Survey Crews

NSPS today announced it won a major victory in its efforts to enhance and promote professionalism in
surveying as the Wage and Hour Division of the U.S. Department of Labor has rescinded All Agency
Memorandum (AAM) 212.

READ MORE

PASSING OF JOHN CHARLES WUNSCHEL III PLS 8937

The surveying community mourns the loss of a
talented young colleague.

John Charles Wunschel III PLS 8937, born
November 2, 1985 passed on November 21st,
2020. John graduated from Santa Rosa Junior
College with a Surveying Technology Degree in
2005. John's intellect, technical and mechanical
abilities allowed him to master cutting edge
surveying technologies with ease. Early in his
career at REY Engineers Inc. in Folsom, CA, and
while still an LSIT, he mastered all aspects of GPS

https://www.multibriefs.com/briefs/nsps/aam212.pdf
http://elac.edu/
https://files.constantcontact.com/6f18e215501/a9c02533-50fc-4405-905f-709e27d8e9fc.pdf?rdr=true
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26ein%3D68-0482650%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ext_ch_68-0482650_cl%26ref_%3Dsmi_ext_ch_68-0482650_dl%26token%3DOpxxWdas%252FK4wpDvfss640JbTeuM4Lz3gx3lKhpYdsmK3hqV2CvyP0%252FXii9qJTwlk3fZ3c7tm7VMKKSznIxsT3A%253D%253D


data processing and the softwares that dealt with
processing and extracting surfaces from LiDAR
data. After obtaining his PLS license he began
working at Omni-Means/GHD Inc. in Roseville, CA
where he attended training and worked with aerial
drone technologies. He became an FAA certified
drone pilot by obtaining his Part 107 license after
joining the California State Parks survey unit in
2017 where he successfully controlled, flew and
processed many missions in the parks.

He will be missed.

NSRS - GPSON BENCHMARKS

Help improve the National Spatial Reference System (NSRS) and prepare for the NSRS modernization in
2022 by participating in the GPS on Bench Marks (GPS on BM) for the Transformation Tool campaign.
Your efforts will support the following objectives:

Improve the 2022 Transformation Tool, which will enable conversions from current vertical datums
to the North American-Pacific Geopotential Datum of 2022 (NAPGD2022) and will be integrated
into the NGS Coordinate Conversion and Transformation Tool (NCAT).

Update Passive Control Status: mark recoveries and shared solutions provide NGS and other
users of the NSRS with insight into the health of the passive control network and updated
information for project planning.

Automatic Reprocessing in 2022: Shared data will be automatically reprocessed and given new
coordinates after the NSRS modernization occurs in 2022.

READ MORE

EAST LOS ANGELES COLLEGE -
GEOSPATIAL ENGINEERING &
TECHNOLOGIES COURSE

January 4 - February 7
Engineering Support 224
Lecture Section #12159
Laboratory Section #12160
Times: 5:30pm - 8:45pm

This course prepares students for the State of
California, Fundamental Surveyors (FS) examination to
earn a Land Surveyor in Training (LSIT) certificate
which is the first step required under California law
towards becoming licensed as a Professional Land
Surveyor. This course also prepares students for the FE
and PE State of California exams.

BPELSG - RENEWAL CONNECT MESSAGE TO LICENSE HOLDERS

https://geodesy.noaa.gov/GPSonBM/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=GovDelivery
http://elac.edu/


As many of you know, in early 2020 the Board initiated the development of a new application/licensing
system designed to facilitate the submittal of applications and management of license(s) through an
online portal, known as BPELSG Connect. The first release resulting from this development launched in
September 2020 with online Engineer-in-Training (EIT) and Land Surveyor-in-Training (LSIT) applications
in addition to online complaint submittals.

The Board anticipates that renewal of existing licenses will be included in the next release which is
scheduled to occur in early 2021. Traditionally, license holders have become accustomed to receiving a
renewal notification in the mail around 30-60 days prior to their license renewal date, on a biennial
basis. These notices are printed and mailed by a state agency, through a cooperative agreement with the
Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) on behalf of the Board. Due to circumstances outside of the
Board’s or DCA’s control, this other agency will discontinue production and distribution of the printed
renewal notices sometime during 2021.

Once renewal functionality in the next release of BPELSG Connect becomes publicly available, it will be
imperative for each individual license holder to register a new profile in the system as soon as possible to
ensure that future renewal notices are received by each license holder in a timely and efficient manner.

It is anticipated that during registration, the license holder will:
•            Confirm contact information including address of record
•            Link their profile to their existing license(s)
•            Verify receipt of a confirmation email

The Board believes that this initial process should only require approximately 10 minutes of the license
holder’s time to complete and will be well worth that time to ensure that each license holder is properly
served in an effective manner during this transition.

Please share this message with your professional licensed colleagues and spread the word. The Board
will continue to provide updates on this effort in the near future and throughout 2021. 

International Right of Way Association Mapping Competition

Surveyors, drafters and GIS specialist are invited to enter the International Right of Way Association's
mapping competition. They have 7 categories and cash prizes for the top entries. They have received
some fantastic entries in the past and look forward to some great ones again this year.
 
For your convenience, the entry form is linked here.

COFPAES NEWS RELEASE: BROOKS ACT
CELEBRATES 48TH ANNIVERSARY OF
ENACTMENT

Today marks the 48 anniversary of the enactment into Federal law
of the ‘Brooks Act’, the law providing for qualifications based
selection of firms to provide architecture, engineering, and related
services, including surveying and mapping,” according to John
Palatiello, Administrator of the Council on Federal Procurement of
Architectural and Engineering Services (COFPAES).

READ MORE

CAL POLY POMONA -- RECORDS RESEARCH
WEBINAR SERIES

The CLSA student chapter of Cal Poly Pomona hosts a bi-weekly
webinar series. The goal of the webinar series is to provide an
avenue for continued education for professionals. Please join us by
CLICKING HERE or on the image for more information and FREE
registration. On behalf of the Cal Poly Pomona Geospatial
Engineering students and faculty, thank you for your continual
support.

CLSA STORE - 2021 PUBLICATION PRE-ORDERS AVAILABLE

https://files.constantcontact.com/6f18e215501/f2f333ab-d144-4c34-8e1a-5bf9c6ed109b.pdf?rdr=true
https://cofpaes.org/news/news-release-brooks-act-celebrates-48th-anniversary-of-enactment/
https://cofpaes.org/news/news-release-brooks-act-celebrates-48th-anniversary-of-enactment/


We are now accepting pre-orders for the 2021 publications. 2021 publications include:
2021 Subdivision Map Act & Index
2021 PE Act and PLS Act with Board Rules
2021 Complete Package with DVD

CLICK HERE

CLSA ANNUAL AWARDS

Are you aware of a CLSA member or chapter doing
extraordinary things this year? If so, please consider
nominating that person or chapter for a CLSA Annual Award!
The following awards are available:

Chapter of the Year Award
Member of the Year Award
Dorothy Calegari Distinguished Service Award
Chapter Newsletter Award
Chapter Website Award
Annual Photo Competition

CLICK HERE FOR SUBMISSION
FORMS

NSPS - STOLEN EQUIPMENT REGISTRY
Reminder - NSPS provides a registry of stolen equipment. CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE.

CourthouseDirect.com
Offers a $.07 per page discount and will automatically donate $.10 per page
to CLSA when members download courthouse documents through this
website. These instruments include Deeds, Easements, Rights-of-Way,
Releases, Liens, etc.

Office Depot Discount Program
Save up to 60% on your office supplies. Click on the Office Depot Logo to
begin utilizing the CLSA-Office Depot Discount Program. If you do not know

your username and password, or for more information, contact the CLSA Central Office.

The CLSA Education Foundation was established in 1993 and is
committed to supporting land surveying students and programs. Last year
over $50,000 in scholarship aid was provided to land surveying students. 
 
Donating to the Education Foundation is easy! Click HERE to donate via
PayPal.

Thank you to everyone who clicks through to Amazon through the
CLSA's Education Foundation Amazon Smile account! If you're not doing
so already, please shop on Amazon with this link.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FULL EVENTS CALENDAR

 ​  ​  ​
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