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Prof:t Now Pay l.ater

Buy Select Lelca Total Stations Or GPS Systems Now
And Make No Payments For An Entlre Year.

enter the GPS and robotics era, this is it. Make the call
now. For more information and specific financing

details, call 1-800-938-0606. Offer expires April

30,1998. From Servco, the west coast’s first choice .

If you've been waiting for a good reason to buy a total
station or GPS system, you just found it. Because when
you buy a select Leica Total Station or GPS System
now, you'll have that equipment generating income for
12 full months before your first invoice. That's a full year
of profits with no money down. No tax. No interest
charges. No out-of-pocket costs.

So if you've been waiting for a great opportunity to

provider of survey

equipment and sys-

tems.
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‘“Spectra Precision provides
more than Total Stations...
they provide Total Support.”

€€0ur new Spectra Precision Geodimeters have
significantly improved our productivity and cut
our labor costs. And Spectra Precision provided
such outstanding training that the learning
curve has been a lot shorter than we expected.
Their overall support has been fantastic.99

rthern California who use Spe
ecision total stations!

At Spectra Precision, we're dedicated
supporting our customers...from devel-
ing the industry’s most accurate and

roductive total stations to providing i Gene Feickert, L.S.

% applications support and prompt 2 Worldwide Land Surveys, Inc.
service whenever you need us. We Pacheco, CA

~ are a leader in surveying equipment,

- committed to providing the industry’s

" most advanced instrumentation. | €611 our evaluation of total stations, Spectra
Precision’s Geodimeter performed best in our
tests, so we purchased it. Spectra Precision
provided excellent training, and I can’t say

“ But instead of taking our word for
it, read our customers’ comments
to the right. Then, to learn

’ ; . enough about their continued support.99
and total support, call Johan Patri N
: atrick O’Connor, L.S.
Spectra Precision Larsson at (650) 254-1400 today. Termm:etrics
Northern California *
Headquarters Bodega de, CA

({1 Spectra Precision’s Geodimeter total station
has paid for itself by cutting our labor costs by
50% and doubling our productivity. And the
support of Sales Rep Johan Larsson has been
above and beyond the call of duty. We’re very
happy with our selection.99

Charles Weakley, L.S.
Mountain Pacific Surveys
Fairfield, CA

. SPECTRA"

- / PRECISION
I S URVEYING
340 East Middlefield Road
Mountain View, CA 94043
Telephone (650) 254-1400

Fax (650) 254-1454

Johan Larsson Cellular (415) 860-3416

Northern California e-mail: johanlarsson@msn.com

Sales Representative Internet: www.spectraprecision.com
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B The California éurveyor

is the quarterly publication of the California Land Surveyors Association,
Inc. and is published as a service to the land surveying profession of
California. It is mailed to all Licensed Land Surveyors in the State of
| California as well as to all members of California Land Surveyors
| Association, Inc. The California Surveyor is an open forum for all
surveyors, with an editorial policy predicated on the preamble to the
Articles of Incorporation of the California Land Surveyors Association,
Inc. and its stated aims and objectives, which read:

“Recognizing that the true merit of a profession is determined by
the value of its services to society, the California Land Surveyors
Association does hereby dedicate itself to the promotion and protection
of the profession of land surveying as a social and economic influence
vital to the welfare of society, community, and state.”

“The purpose of this organization is to promote the common
good and welfare of its members in their activities in the profession of
land surveying, to promote and maintain the highest possible standards
of professional ethics and practices, to promote professional uniformity,
to promote public faith and dependence in the Land Surveyors and
their work.”

PERSONNEL
OWNER
California Land Surveyors Association, Inc.
CENTRAL OFFICE
P.O. Box 9098, Santa Rosa, CA 95405-9990
E-Mail address: CLSACO@aol.com
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ADVERTISING
Commercial advertising is accepted by The California Surveyor.
Advertising rates and information can be obtained by contacting CLSA
Central Office, P.O. Box 9098, Santa Rosa, CA 95405, (707) 578-
6016, Fax (707) 578-4406. Circulation: 4,800.

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP

Membership in the California Land Surveyors Association, Inc. as
a Sustaining Member is open to any individual, company, or corporation
who, by their interest in the land surveying profession, is desirous of
supporting the purposes and objectives of this Association. For
information regarding Sustaining Membership, contact CLSA Central
Office, P.O. Box 9098, Santa Rosa, CA 95405, (707) 578-6016, Fax
(707) 578-4406.

EDITORIAL MATERIAL

All articles reports, letters, and contributions are accepted and will
be considered for publication regardless of the author’s affiliation with
the California Land Surveyors Association, Inc. Contributions submitted
on floppy diskette medium are encouraged. For compatibility, disks
should be 5.25 or 3.5 inch, MSDOS (IBM compatible) format. We can
accept ASCII text files or word processor files from the following
programs: WordPerfect or Microsoft Word.

EDITOR’S ADDRESS
Phillip A. Danskin, P.L.S.
Phil Danskin & Associates
P.O. Box 1796, Sonoma, CA 95476-1796
E-Mail address: geometre@vom.com

_ DEADLINE DATES
| Spring ...... January 10, 1999 SUIDIMOE wieiis s April 10, 1999
| Fall oo July 10, 1998 Winter .......... October 10, 1998

Articles, reports, letters, etc., received after the above mentioned
| date will be considered for the next edition.

|
. } Opinions expressed by the editor or individual writers are not
necessarily endorsed by the California Land Survevors Association
Officers or its Board of Directors. Original articles may be reprinted
| with due credit given to the source and written notification to the
California Land Surveyors Association.
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From the Editor

A TEN

By: Phil Danskin, PLS

‘ ’ J ith the snap of Dorothy’s fingers I'm out of
my hypnotic trance and now am again

dealing with a deadline. Today is a beautiful
Sunday afternoon in the Northlands. The lawn needs
mowing, the roses need feeding, (wouldn’t want the deer
to go hungry), the wite’s car looks as though it’s returned
from the Farmers Market - without selling the goat, the
wife could use a good - time, and today’s DEADLINE,
(sad background violin music, please, Maestro).

“Stop cryin’ in your beer Phil and get on with it!”
(Yes, I am talking to myself more these days!)

First things first . . . The CLSA/NALS conference at
Lake Tahoe was a TEN! And it appeared nearly every-
body atlUENded. Approximately 425 to be un-exact. The
’ split was about 60% from California and 40% Nevada’s

people. The consensus of nearly all - “an excellent con-
!’9

ference

Quality speakers would be an understatement . . .
Dennis Mouland gave an informative workshop on the
Public Land Survey System and another on Ethics. Another
workshop on Real Property Descriptions was given by John
R. Rinaldi, Jr., PLS who is a surveyor for the City of
Henderson, Nevada. This guy not only knew his subject -
but his presentation was stimulating!  The workshops
were filled to such capacity, the sounds of a thousand wind
instruments could be heard, as knowledge whistled through
the participant’s auditory canals.

The luncheon entertainment was so enjoyable that it
put the driveway scene in Boogie Nights to shame!
President Steve “Lucky” Wilson was red with shock. So
much so, it appeared as though a relapse in Steve’s
narcolepsy occurred during a visit to a tanning salon. Very
red! The Gary Oakie Review was a real treat to the
senses of sight and sound. Not to mention some
cardiovascular exercise - via laughter! (I almost OD’ed
on that!) If I were a rich man I would send this troupe to
represent us at the ACSM/NSPS conference, Then the
remainder of the country would understand Left Coast

Thinking! A polished act! The Mrs. Doubtfire look-a-like

brought Karaoke to new heights. 1 wouldn’t be surprised
if they were asked to perform at Harrah’s!

[ was unable to attend the other workshops. However,
the reviews indicated - “excellent!”

It was sure nice rubbing elbows with our Nevada peers!
Of which . . . Terry McHenry, editor of the Nevada
Traverse, was deservedly awarded the ACSM/NSPS First
Place in Professional Journalism Award for 1997. From
all your California cousins - congratulations Terry!

The Education Foundation Auction was very successful!
Over $20,000 was raised for this worthy event! An
auctioneer that was a performance, in and of himself! Many
deals on nostalgic equipment, (the Model 6 geodimeter
brought back memories for me!), Trimble donating a GBS
unit with antenna, etc., old maps, and old equipment! A
sincere thanks for those who donated, those who bought,
and those who helped! A fun event for a worthy cause!

The closing ceremonies, a mock trial was held with real
attorneys, real(7) surveyors, and a judge so pretty she could
sentence you to twenty years, and all you could think to do
was return an amorous smile, and like a repentant child,
look down sheepishly and say, “thank you, your honor.”

The exhibitors booths showed all the razzle ‘n dazzle of
their wares. California Surveying and Drafting Supply
threw an elaborate feed . . . together with an open bar.
(Probably not a good idea with a group of hungry, tired and
thirsty surveyors . .. [ certainly enjoyed it!)

And let’s not forget the dedicated SURVEYING students
from University of California. Fresno, and University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. They donated their time, with smiles,
to performing copious laborious tasks that sometimes go
un-noticed. THANK YOU!

Most of all we can’t forget our Energizer Bunny -
Dorothy “Get-it-done” Calegari! This gal goes, and goes,
and goes! Where does she get all the energy? Observing
her orchestrate this conference, was like watching Leonard
Bernstein conduct the philharmonic! Hats oft to Dorothy!
Thank you! Thank you!

Thanks be to those who atTENded this year’s CLSA/
NALS Conference. For those that did not - do next year!

Most sincerely, the not-so-new guy.

Phil Danskin, editor
{geometre @ vom.com)

Summer 1998
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L CA License #0619313

“QUICK-QUOTE”
PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE

FOR ‘

LAND SURVEYORS

Our firm writes coverage in over 40 states with a well known “A++X|” carrier. Take a few moments to fill out our
"QUICK QUOTE" application and we will provide you with a premium indication immediately.

Name Title Phone

Firm Home Office Mailing Address

City/State Zip Fax

Established (YR) Business entity is: Individual, Partnership, Corporation, Other (Detail)

Services: Are you engaged in any business other than land surveying? |:]Yes [:]No If so, a separate application
must be submitted. Contact our office. Projects: Indicate % of receipts from each of the following: Condos %
Residential Developments/Tract Homes % Qil or Gas Pipelines % Dams %

Bridges % Tunnels %Other (describe) (Total should equal 100%)
Total billings for land surveying services: Past Year Current Year

No. of employed staff: Surveyors Draftsmen Chainmen Clerical

Are subcontractors used? [_]Yes [_JNo If yes, are certificates of insurance obtained? [_|Yes [ |No What % of your
work is done by subcontractors? %

Current Carrier Past year's premium

Policy expiration date Retroactive date (original claims-made inception date)

Professional Liability claims past 5 years [_|Yes [ JNo If yes, send a sheet with claim details

MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM WITH A BRIEF RESUME OF THE FIRM'S PRINCIPALS TO:
EASTERN SPECIAL RISK INSURANCE AGENCY, 68 BROWN ROAD, P.O. BOX 218, HARVARD, MA 01451

PHONE (978) 456-8200, WATS (800) 341-1110, FAX (978) 456-3245
—

SACRAMENTO FRESNO
4733 Auburn Blvd. aafll , 6 Villa Ave. #8
Sacramento, CA 95841 . ; Clovis, CA 93612
(916) 344-0232 SURVEYING 4 DRAFTING (209) 323-0410
(800) 243-1414 SUPPLY (209) 323-0410

FAX (916) 344-2998 SACRAMENTO ¢ SANTA CLARA + FRESNO By Appointment Only

3 GMN]) IREY

Cah_forma Surveying & Drafting Supply, Inc.

is pleased to announce

£ Trlmble [ (D Pypaiitd
the opening of its ’
— Santa Clara Store Oce
Nikon at Lufkin“’
ZElss 3036 Scott Blvd., Santa Clara, CA 95054 @ N —

(408)330-9440 « (800)988-0838 * FAX (408)330-9442

SOKKIA CST|
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Letter to the Editor

A FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON
MY WAY TO THE RECORD OF SURVEY

By: Steven H. Jacobs, PLS 5296

Though not a member of CLSA these past few years, |
read The California Surveyor carefully from cover to
cover, as it s, like it or not, the voice of the Land Survey-
ors of California. I have noticed a disturbing trend in the
letters to the editor. The last two issues present a case in
point. In the Winter 1998 issue, Mr. Jeffrey Black, PLS
5252, licensed some fifteen years ago, launches a belliger-
ent diatribe against the Record of Survey, CLSA, county
surveyors and any other surveyor who disagrees with him.
I have no objection to a logical, well reasoned attack on

any legislation, or bureaucracy, most county surveyors or

any surveyor who disagrees with me, but I fear that spuri-
ous, unsubstantiated, and exaggerated bombastic displays
of pique do little to enhance our professional stature. Re-
member gentlemen, this is the voice of the Land Surveyors
of California. Let studious insight, clarity of thought, and
reason temper our passions and be our guides and mentors,
thereby bringing credit to our profession.

In the Spring 98 issue, Mr. Mark Pfeiler, P.L.S, takes
Mr. Black to task. While I agree that Mr. Black’s letter is
less than professional, I'm not sure of Mark’s reasoning
when he suggests Jeffrey “followed the likes of someone
who looks for ways to cut every possible corner to get the
job done, or is unable to convey the importance of record
information.” Rather harsh judgment, based on a single let-
ter written perhaps, in the heat of passion. And that gets us
to my point gentlemen. Argue and discourse if you will, it’s
probably healthy and stimulating, but avoid the name-call-
ing, the red-herrings, unsubstantiated attacks, exaggeration
and belligerence. Such written displays do nothing to en-
hance your personal reputation and reflect poorly on our
profession.

In the original issue, the editor, a genuine and stalwart
champion of the organization, responds to Mr. Black’s ac-
""" very tired and very sim-

plistic view”, and **head-in-the-ground ideology,” by remind-
ing us of CLSA's unsuccessful attempt a couple of years
back to bypass the County Surveyor’s review of the Record
of Survey. Undeniably true, but just exactly how did I, or
any other member of the profession benefit from this ac-
tion? I am afraid we will require a more ardent apologist.
Here’s President Steven Wilson, in the latest issue, extol-
ling the virtues of belonging to CLSA. He offers the widely
held belief that professionals have a responsibility to con-
tribute to the good of their profession™ (I would note that
there are other ways to contribute to the profession than by

Continued on page 10
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