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-Drive the World’s Fastest

Simply Plug Your
Data Collector...

~ Your favorite
including
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Geodimeter” System 60O.

" These data collectors feature
software which can drive the
servo-motors, providing the
fastest way to stake out.

There’s No Learning Curve.

This is your chance to test-drive the fastest total
station on the market without having to learn a
new data collection system. The servo-driven
Geodimeter System 600, the most complete
surveying system available today, now interfaces
with all popular data collectors.

The above charts represent compeﬂlnrs’ mduﬂlvity as
compared to the Geodimeter servo-driven total stations, ~
These results were arrived at in the mhy Ii'ldapendent . o

surveying crews. <

Total Station
«n:sUsing Your Own Data Collector!

...Into our Servo-Driven
Geodimeter System 600.

* The Geodimetér. System
- 600 is setting new speed
- records all over the wo
With servo-drive and
AUTOLOCK™ capabilities,
the system eliminates time
consuming aiming, focus-
ing, and fine adjustment —
kicking your productivity
into high gear.
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Try Them Together for Two Weeks.

Rent the Geodimeter System 600 for a special
discounted rental price of just $250 for 2 weeks.
It’s a low-cost way to experience the high

: productivity of servo-drive!

You Won’t Want to Go Back.

3 Once you rev up your productivity with the

‘- Geodimeter System 600, you may not want

to give it up. Should you decide to buy the
system, we'll apply 100% of the rental cost
to your purchase! To begin your test-drive,
call Geotronics today.

B Geotronics

Geatronics of Narth America, Inc,

911 Hawchorn Drive  Irasca, 11 60143
Telephone: (630) 285-1400

Fax: (630) 285-1410
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From the Editor

|
\ A Fairy Tale
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By Phillip A. Danskin, PLS

As Monty Python’s Flying Circus so aptly put it,
“Now for something completely different:”

Once upon a time there lived an editor named Tom.
He was editor of a widely read survey journal called
The California Surveyor. Tom was brilliant, hard working,
AND dedicated, but he was editor for so many years,
he felt it was time to move on - (not from natural
causes, rather before such.) As editor, he wrote an
enticing editorial in search of his successor. Nothing -
The masses were not responding. No calls. No inquiries
- absolutely no interest. Tom, in desperation, discussed
his dilemma with Dorothy. She clicked her red shoes
together three times and... still nothing.

Suddenly an elf appeared. His name was Robert,
with the intellect of Einstein and the mannerisms of
Dr. Niles Crane. The elf Robert told Tom to dig a large
pit, two meters square and three meters deep beneath a
giant sequoia in the North Lands.

While Tom was digging... Dorothy was studying a
self-help book on hypnotism. During a recess of an
important land surveyors’ Board of Directors” meeting,
she thought it would be nice to practice on Phil, a
surveyor from Up North. One might equate Phil to
“Martini,” a character in “One Flew QOuver the Cuckoos
Nest,” (i.e., different to say the least.) Dorothy began
waving a fob in Phil’s face, and in a monotonic voice
repeated “Your plumb bob is getting heavy... Heavier...
I want you to consider being the editor to a famous
surveying journal... Your tack-ball is made of lead...
I want you to consider being the editor to a famous
surveying journal...” (Dorothy had tried the same tact
on others, but to no avail.)

Back in the woods of North Land, Tom continued
digging. The elf Robert watched from above, sipped a
Perrier, provided words of encouragement, along with
a few jokes. When Tom finished the digging, the elf
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instructed him to calculate the hypotenuse of a sixty
degree angle to the top of the sequoia, and to purchase
a length of strong rope three times the calculated
length. Also, while in town, Tom was told to bring back
an axe, some strong netting in order to cover the pit,
some pulleys... “and another Perrier.”

While Tom was in town requisitioning supplies, elf
Robert received a report from Dorothy, that hypnosis
did not appear to be working. Robert told her they had
one last hope, the-Coockoos-Nest-Martini surveyor
from Up North. “I admit it’s divergent, but, if we don’t
get a replacement for Tom, I'm afraid he’ll go Postal on
us!”

Meanwhile, back in LaLa Land, Up North, Phil
returns from the surveyors’ meeting. Things are not
going smoothly for Phil. He has not found the section
corner needed to remain in the good grace of his mingy
client, Mr. Scrooge. This causes some severe bouts of
insomnia. Unable to sleep, Phil tosses and turns ‘til the
wee hours of early morning. As soon as he falls asleep,
the elf Robert awakens him like a cheap clock-radio.
“Ah, ah, are you the angel on the Seventh Step?” asks
Phil. “No, I'm the Elf of Section Corners,” replies
Robert. “Wow, you’'re just what I need!” Phil
exclaimed. “Would you help me on the Scrooge Survey?”

“Certainly, my good man,” replies the elf. With all
the control he could muster, so as not to break out in
laughter, he said, “Scour the area where you met Tom,
the prospector, last week and there will be a sign.”

Phil was now as anxious as a hunting dog hearing
the pickup start... EIf Robert quickly returned to the
woods and instructed Tom how to tie off rope, rig
pulleys to bend the top of the giant sequoia, and
camouflage the netting over the pit! “It's a fine snare,
Tom. Like the ones in a Tarzan movie. Time to get your
axe ready... be very still and I'll go bait the trap.”

Continued on page 8
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“the most powerful survey design and mapping
software you can buy...at a price you can afford!"
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Surveyor+, Eagle Point Road Design, TDS Foresite and Easy Survey+, GeoPac...)
itis refreshing to deal with a product and support staff that had ALL the answers

(no pressure) and a user friendly software that we could be using within a few hours
affer installing it And that was without a manuall”  rick campbell, Project Manager

Cochrane Engineering

"...designed from the ground up
as a modern, 32 bit Windows  “...very impressed with the ease of use...
application...the program is a and the whole package in general.”
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CAD Systems Magazine Challenger Surveys & Services
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% g “I'have had the program ro for a
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Rick Lakeman, Consultant John D. Cooper, Nfid. Hydro

Call: 800-668-3312 <= MicroSurvey
250-769-0233 == Software Inc.
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Visit our web site at
www.microsurvey.com
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4L Integrated CAD, COGO, DTN, and Design for under $2,000

Mention this ad and save $350 on your first MS-CAD Pro license
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Letters to the Editor — A Fairytale (continued from page 6)

Phil traipsed around; fat, dumb, and happy; to the

spot where the elf told him to search. Low 'n behold - a
sign! Literally, an off-the-press-today-magazine-slick-
color pamphlet, atop an old post scribed “Sec 37 TIN
R22W MDBM” Wow! The angel was right! But wait a

minute, he thought to himself, Section 37?... R22W? “Is
this brochure the sign the angel spoke of?” Phil thought
to himself. Noticing the ground a bit spongy, indicative
| of the bog called for in the government notes, he

cautiously walked over and removed the brochure. The

pamphlet read as slick as a time-share salesman in
Florida after a hurricane. On the front was a picture of

an enormous and beautiful castle atop a mountain...
and a view of the ocean in the background. There in
bold letters were: “NEED VOLUNTEER EDITOR.
GREAT BENEFITS: RETREAT CASTLE. SEVERAL
POOLS. HIGH CEILINGS. GOLD TOILET! AND
- MORE!” He continued turning the pages, forgetting
about the section corner... and on the next page

appeared a photograph of a box of cigars... “UNLIMITED

CUBAN CIGARS!” it read... Crouched beneath the

- brush, Tom was getting anxious. The elf whispered, “a
good hunter must be patient. Fortunate for us, the prey
looks like he’s taking the bait.” Phil continued to read
with amazement, “MISTRESS INCLUDED. TURN
PAGE FOR PHOTO.”

“Now Tom! Cut the rope! Hurry!” Exclaimed the
panicked angel Robert.

In a flash, Phil was whisked skyward, at the speed of

sound, causing his ear-ring, nose-ring, navel-ring, and
ring-ring to glow cherry red. He was stunned, covered

‘ in rope, upside down, and dangling from the top of the

RPLS.NET

‘ Your Business Partner on the Internet

You can have your own web site on the Internet!

$10.00/mo
$24.95/mo

http://rpls.net/your_company/
http://www.your_company.com/

for more information, send e-mail to info@rpls.net
or call/fax 405-348-3062

‘ visit our land surveying web site - http://rpls.com
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sequoia. As consciousness was returning, he peered
below to the forest floor, and there lay the “prospec-
tor,” Tom, and the elf Robert, convulsing in laughter.
The elf said to Tom, hysterically, “Did you see his eyes
bug, when he saw the picture of Anna Nicole Smith? It |
was at that point, I knew we had to spring the trap!”

“

... Dorothy at once unlocked the gate of Tom’s prison
and set him free... Dorothy’s first act was to call all the
Winkies together and tell them that they were no longer
slaves...”

L. Frank Braum

So there you have it. How they found your new Editor,
Phil Danskin. Well, not really, but believe me, it's
plausible. I still firmly believe that Dorothy used her
hypnotic powers!

On a serious note, I would like to sincerely thank Tom
Mastin, our Editor-in-Chief since ??? for a job well done.
Who, without reward, spent countless hours on shepherd-
ing thoughts to maintain the high quality of “The Califor-
nia Surveyor.” Thanks Tom! I will do all in my power to
attempt your high standards. However, all of you Winkies
will have to bear with me, and all are encouraged fo make
your thoughts known. The California Surveyor is a vehicle
of opinion, knowledge, and sometimes debate. Please
write!

Most Sincerely, Phil Danskin, the new guy
(gt‘t?f”t’”’t’@l’ﬂ]ﬁ'.Cﬂ”f) @
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Letters to the Editor

The following is an excerpt of Michael Butcher’s - that is why the majority of surveyors historically

article featured in the California Surveyor, Spring
1997,

“Another recurring topic is the disregard for filing
records of survey. The common excuse is the rising
cost of checking fees. I do not understand the logic of
this argument, as the record of survey is for the benefit
of the client, and all associated costs are borne by the
client. The continuation of the arqument is that a
fellow surveyor will be awarded the project because he
is willing to bypass the recordation. What would you
do?”

- I Faulty Logic

10

There is faulty logic in your argument endors-
ing the Record of Survey requirement as briefly
noted in your comments in the Spring issue of the
California Surveyor.

Your error is in the statement “... the Record of
Survey is for the benefit of the client.” Nothing could
be further from the truth, as witnessed by my
more than 20 years of surveying in the private
sector. Nor does this filing requirement benefit the
surveyor who prepares the map. It only benefits
other surveyors who are able to latch on the
valuable information in an almost parasitic way at
some future time. It also gives County Surveyors a
false air of importance, and allows them to ignore
their responsibilities with respect to the
Monument Preservation Fund. Ask the Alameda
County Surveyor how much money is in this fund,
and how much has been disbursed over the last 10
years.

How does this filing requirement benefit the
client who a) cannot afford the additional cost or
b) decides to forego the survey and make his own
conclusions as to where a property line lies? Your
naivete is appalling, and your comments reflect
the very tired and very simplistic view of the
C.LS.A. The fact is that this is a bad regulation;
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have chosen to ignore it. This also explains why so
many surveyors in the private sector do not join
C.L.S.A. Your organization, with its head-in-the-
ground ideology, has absolutely nothing to offer
the surveyor who's trying to make a profit from a
very difficult occupation.

Any time, you are welcome to spend a day with
me in the field; I would provide you the education
and experience you clearly do not possess regarding
this topic.

Jeffrey D. Black

M Licensed Land Surveyor

Mr. Black you have a excellent point, but Mr. Butcher has
one too. Some checking fees are outrageous. In some
cases, checking fees are more onerous than the survey!

However, 1 take exception with your viewpoint of
CLSA. For it was CLSA that went to bat for us, (a few
years ago), with Record of Survey legislation bypassing
the County Surveyor’s Office and recording directly
with the Recorder. Unfortunately, it did not pass.
Whose interest does one think CLSA was acting on?

“We are charged with accurately locating on the
ground, what is written in the record.”

When a surveyor records a survey, he or she is going on
record as to opinion. You are correct about some
surveyors ‘hanging their hat’ on the nearest survey,
(recorded or otherwise). A competent surveyor not only
investigates the merit of another survey, but also asks,
‘is this survey called for in the record?’ If so, matters
are simplified for the surveyor. If not, the surveyor,
accepting its opinion, should also be able to defend the
survey he or she is hanging their hat on. Estimating on
the premise that the nearest recorded survey is a
dependable one can be a dangerous game! Beware of
“C.E. Inverse,” or “L.S. Dontknowtitle!”

The importance of recording a survey, regardless if
performed by “C.E. Inverse,” or “L.S. Dontknowtitle”
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